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DIVINE SERVICE III 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION: 571 GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE 

 
Stand - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
P Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You 

by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 

mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 
C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 
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grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and 

has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be 

saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
HYMN: 960 ISAIAH, MIGHTY SEER IN DAYS OF OLD 

 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 187 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
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P Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the 

glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship 

the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith 

and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
Sit 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 6:1–8 

 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him stood the 

seraphim.  Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew.  And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 

the house was filled with smoke.  And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am 

a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 

eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 

had taken with tongs from the altar.  And he touched my mouth and said: 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned 

for.” 

 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 

for us?”  Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

INTROIT Psalm 16:8–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

I have set the LORD always before me; 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

 my flesh also dwells secure. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 

 or let your holy one see corruption. 
You make known to me the path of life; 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

 
SECOND READING Acts 2:14a, 22–36 

 Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 

 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your 

midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 

plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless 

men.  God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible 

for him to be held by it.  For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

 for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

 my flesh also will dwell in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

 or let your Holy One see corruption. 
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You have made known to me the paths of life; 

 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  Being therefore a 

prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set 

one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection 

of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 

corruption.  This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.  Being 

therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father 

the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are 

seeing and hearing.  For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself 

says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 

 until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 

Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

  

 
  

 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  

This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 
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with him.”  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a 

man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 

and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that 

I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows where it wishes, and 

you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  

So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  Jesus answered him, “Are 

you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?  Truly, truly, 

I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 

but you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you earthly things and you do 

not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?  No one has 

ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 

in him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
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     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Sit 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: 498 COME, HOLY GHOST, CREATOR BLEST 

 
SERMON 

 
Stand 

 
OFFERTORY 192 
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Stand 

 
OFFERING AND PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 

After each petition: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly 

to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might 

make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

        but deliver us from evil.    
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 197 

 
PAX DOMINI 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

AGNUS DEI 198 
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Sit 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 507 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 506 GLORY BE TO GOD THE FATHER 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 876 O BLESSED, HOLY TRINITY 

 
Stand 

 
THE DISMISSAL LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 199 
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THANKSGIVING LSB 200 
 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

SALUTATION 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
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BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

BENEDICTION 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

HYMN TO DEPART: 504 FATHER MOST HOLY 
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